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. The following letter has been addressed by Mr. 
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| Your Royal Highness, must have heard a great 
deal about non-co-operation,, non;co-operationists 
and their methods and. incidentally of me, its hum- 
ble author. ,I fear that the information, given, to 
Your Royal Highness must-have been in its nature 
one-sided. | owe it to you and to my friends;and 
myself that I.should) place, before you what. I 
conceive to be the scope of non-co-operation: aa, 
followed not only by me but my closest associates, 
such as Megsrs. Shaukat Ali and Mahomed Ali. 

, For me it is no joy and pleasure to; be actively 
associated in the boycott of your Royal Highness ” 
visit—I have tendered loyal and voluntary asso- 
ciation to the Government for an unbroken period 
of nearly 30. years in the full belief that through 
that way lay the path of freedom for my country, 
It was therefore no,slight thing for me to suggest 
to my countrymen that we should tike no part in. 
welcoming Your Royal Highness, Not one among 
us has anything against you as an English gentle- 
man. We hold your person as sacred as that of a 
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every, Englishman to appreciate the view-point of 
the non-co-operationists. .60 >! O89, ‘ 
avu8t) .bueur ton lliw Ji i bdebeg tomemain,: 
Your Royal Highness’sfaithful servant: 
Ui (Sd.) M. K. GANDHI. 
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It is to beswished that non-co-operationists will 
clearly recognise that nothing canstop the onward 
march of the’ ‘nation asi violence. « Ireland may 
gain ite freedom by violence. ‘Turkey’ may regain 
herlost possessions by violence within measurable 
distance’ of ‘time. But India cannot win ‘her 
freedom by ‘violence for *a century, because her 
peope are not built in the manner of other nations: 
They have been nurtured in ‘the traditions of | suffe- 
ring: Rightly or wrongly. for good or ill, Islam 
too has‘ evolved along peaceful linesin India. And 
I make bold'to say that, if the honour of Islam is to 
be vindicated through its followers in India, it will 
only be ‘by methods of ‘peaceful. silent, dignified, 
conscious, and courageous suffering, The more I 
study thdt wonderfal faith;the more convinced I 
become that the glory of Islam is due not to the 
sword but to the sufferings, the renunciation, 
and ‘ the" nobility of its early Caliphs. Islam 


has, however, been to stop violence. The school of 
Hijrat has received a check if it has not stopped its 
activity entirely, J hold that no repression could 
have prevented a violent eruption if the people hod 
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net gucsented to them a form of direct action 
involving considerable sacrifice and ensuing success 
if such direct action was largely taken up by the 
public. Non-co-operation was the only dignified and 
constitutional form of such direct action, for it is 
the right recognised from times immemorial of the 
subject to refuse to assist a ruler who misrules. 


At the same time I admit the non-co-operation 
practised by the mass of people is attended with 
grave risks. But in acrisis such as has overtaken the 
Mussalmans of India no step that is unattended with 
large risks can possibly bring about the desired 
change. Not to run some risks will be to court 
much greater risks if not virtual destruction of law 
and order. 


But there is yet an escape from non-co-opera- 
tion. The Mussalman representation has requested 
Your Excellency to lead the agitation yourself as did 
your distinguished predecessor at the time of the South 
African trouble. But if you cannot see your way to 
do so, non-co-operation becames a dire necessity. I 
hope Your Excellency will give those who have 
accepted my advice and myself the credit for being 
actuated by nothing less than a stern sense of duty. 


I have the honour to remain, 


Your Excellency’s obdt. servant. 
(Sd.) M. K. GANDHI 


Laburnum Road, 
Gamdevi, Bombay. 
22nd June, 1920. 
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trial in Lahore for having expressed similar opinions. 
Qne in the Qudh District is already imprisoned 
Another awaits judgment. You should know what 
8 Soing on im your midst. Propaganda is “being 
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carried on in anticipation of repression. I invite you 
respectfully to choose the better way and make 
common cause with the pcople of India whose salt 
you are eating. To seek to thwart their aspirations 
is disloyalty to the country. 


Iam, 
Your faithful friend, 
M. K. GANDHI. 
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